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South East Europea (SEE)  – a region where people cooperate, understand and respect each other on the 
basis of their cultural differences, believing that cultural, ethnic and religious diversity as a valuable resource. 

The shipyards in Boka Kotorska Bay date back to the ancient times. It is believed that as early 

as at the time of the Illyrian queen Teuta there had been a shipyard in Boka Bay where the 

Illyrians had been building their «liburnas». Then, the Greek colonists used to transfer well 

known docks and arsenals, like the ones in Athens, Corinth, Syracuse, Ostia, Ravenna, etc. 

The Roman merchant fleet, then, founded an association called the «Association of Adriatic 

Ship-owners» with its branches in all important ports of that time. All that, coupled with the 

unique geographic position of Boka Kotorska Bay points out to the fact that trade, shipping 

industry, thus also shipbuilding industry had been quite developed back in the ancient times. 

The oldest preserved written document testifies to the existence of the shipyard at Prevlaka 

near Tivat already in 1361. Kotor shipbuilders are mentioned in almost all public notary 

volumes starting from the 14th century onwards. There are shipbuilders like Branko from 

Kotor who builds barges and sailing ships out of «good oak wood», then Radobrat, master 

shipbuilder from Kotor, both from the 14th century. In the fifteenth century, however, Kotor 

shipyard builds all types of vessels, mostly caravels, but also brigantines, cogs, fustas, barks and 

many others. Some written documents specify the price of the construction of such vessels. 

Thus, Branko, together with Radič, was building a bark for the price of Perpers 226. As 

documents read, the shipyard in Kotor was employing some ten masters and certain number 

of ancillary staff. 

Beside the Kotor one, the fifteenth century had witnessed the shipyard at Perast which builds 

different types of vessels.

There had been shipyards in Herceg Novi and other settlements in Boka Kotorska Bay and 

this tradition has been preserved until the modern times, so that nowadays there is a shipyard 

at Bijela, in the vicinity of Herceg Novi, offering all kinds of services to the vessels belonging 

to various merchant and passenger fleets of the world, with the tendency of being transformed 

into a contemporary shipyard for the needs of nautical tourism. 

Naturally, one cannot avoid mentioning the Arsenal at Tivat, which was established at the end 

of the 19th century, during the Austrian rule over the area of Boka Kotorska Bay. The Arsenal 

does not exist anymore. Following the wave of privatization and transition, the Canadian 

billionaire Peter Munk purchased the Arsenal intending to build there one of the most 

prestigious marinas  in the Mediterranean, which will offer all kinds of services necessary for 

that branch of economy, including servicing, maintenance and even the construction of yachts.              

Woodworkers – caulkers, shipbuilders, seamen, ship-owners had formed the membership of 

the Confraternity of Seamen which had its written statute already in 1463 - „The Statute of 

the Confraternity of Saint Nicholas the Seaman in Kotor.“

Shipbuilding trade led to the flourishing of other crafts, like the manufacturing of ropes. 

These craftsmen established the Confraternity of rope makers. Or, for instance, 90 master 

blacksmiths were active in the 15th century Kotor. These had been of various trades with the 

products which found their use in shipbuilding industry. These masters had mostly been of 

Slavic descent, coming from the immediate surroundings of the present day Montenegrin 

littoral, which is testified by their names: Branko, Stojko, Radovan, Radič, Ratko, Matko, 

Gruboje, Radoslav, Radelja, etc. 

Numerous significant data on this topic can be found in the moveable cultural heritage which 

is stored in various archives, libraries and museums of Boka Kotorska Bay and Montenegro 

as a whole. Knowing this, it becomes clear how important archival material is for the study, 

renewal, tourist exploitation and preservation of people’s historical memory, of the memory 

of human activities which marked certain historical epochs. Therefore, archival and library 

materials need to be treated with equal attention, just like everything else we term architectural 

heritage of mankind. What is more, these are and it has always got to be an unavoidable 

complementary source for the study, economic valorisation, procession and presentation of 

the shipbuilding heritage. The attention for this segment of cultural heritage should be even 

greater if one bears in mind the vulnerability of the very material. For the more complex 

protection and studying of the shipbuilding heritage, especially the one in the Adriatic basin, 

one should think along the line of creating a common electronic database which would store 

professionally inserted data from archives, libraries and museums. 

The NGO „Notar“ – Centre for Preservation and Presentation of Kotor Documentary 

Heritage has made a significant step in that direction by initiating the project entitled „Central 

Maritime Catalogue of Montenegro“ the intention of which is to expand and achieve regional 

networking. (the Draft Project can be seen online at www.ckpcg.ac.me) 
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Barkozija (barchosum, barcoxium, barchossium, barcusium, barcussium) - A type of 
sailingship with completely covered deck, equipped with two Latin type sails.  

Barka (barcha) - A type of vessel with partly covered deck at the stern. It had one 
mast equipped with Latin type sail, but which also used oars.    
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